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Mr. CROSS: T move an amendment—

That the following further proviso be
added:—*‘Provided also that the provisions
of this gection shall not apply to those
agsiatant nurees under 21 years at present at
Wooroloo T.B. Hospital.’!

Mr. ABBOTT: I am afraid the member
for Camning does not appreciate the full
meaning of his amendment. If carried, it
would mean that the nurses to whom he
vefers could never get a certificate,

Houn. W. D. Johnson: The member for
Canning would bar them altogether from
the provisions of the clause.

Mr, ABBOTT: That is so.

Mr. WATTS: The member for Canning
could achieve his object by suving that the
provisions of the last proviso shall not ap-
ply. His desire is that they should not have
to attain the age of 21 ycars before they
can commence training.

My, STYANTS:
further amendment.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. memher ean-
not move his proposed amendment unless
the member for Canning withdraws his.

Mr. CROSS: I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment,

I give notice of a

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn,

Mr. BTYANTS: I move an amendment—
That the following words be added to the

¢lauge:—*‘The foregoing provision regard-.

ing age limit shall not apply to any person
alrcady serving at Wooroloo Sanitorium as
an assistant tuberculosis nurse or trainee
nurse,’’

Mr. ABBOTT: I move—

That the amendment be amended by
striking out the word ‘‘provision’’ and in-
gerting the word ‘‘provise’’ in lien,

The word “provision” covers the whole
section, whercas the use of the word “pro-
viso” earries with it the limitation desired.

Amendment on amendment put and pass-
ed; the amendment, as amended, agreed to.

Clause, as amended, put and passed,
Clauses 5 to 7, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned at 9.3¢ pam.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTIONS.
TYPHOID FEVER.

As to Admissions to Hospitals at Perth
and Fremantle.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP asked the Chief See-
vetary: Will the Minister state the number
of cases of typhoid fever admitted to the
Fremantle, Children’s and Royal Perth Hos-
pitals in each of the last five years?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:

Royal Perth Hospital, 1941, 3; 1942, 4;
1943, 10; 1944, 4; 1945, 8. Children’s Hos-
pitel, 1941, 0; 1942, 0; 1943, 4; 1944, 0;
1945, 1, Fremantle Hospital, 1941, 4; 1942,
5; 1043, 12; 1944, 3; 1945, 10.

MILK,
As to Compulsory Pasteurisation.

Hon. J. A, DIMMITT asked the Chief
Secretary: Would the Minister ask the
Minister for Agriculture to obtain and then
lay upon the Table of this House, & report
from the Commissioner of Public Health
giving his views as to the advisability or
otherwise of the introduction of compulsory
pasteurisation to take effect at a date at
which it is considered the machinery for such
purpose would be available?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Yes.
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BILL—TFRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT,.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Assembly.

BILL—MARKETING OF BARLEY.
(No, 2).

Second. Reading.
Debate resumed from the 12th September,

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [4.37]:
The adjournment of the debate on the
seeond reading enabled me to study the Bill
carcefully and to take particular notice of
its aims. 'We know that for a considerable
time the marketing of barley has heen a
matter of great concern to the growers in
Western Australia. When the war was well
under way the Commonwealth took control
of that marketing. For many years the
growers had their own arrangements for the
provision of barley, of which there are two
different kinds—one for feeding purposes
and the other for hrewing. The brewers whoe
did their own malting and others who were
well-equipped to undertake that work, took
over the malting barley, particularly the two-
row English barley. In their own interests
the barley growers, by arrangement with
the brewers, produced their barley from par-
ticular lands. The speeially rich land that
gave a very big crop, produced a barley that
the growers naturally preferred because it
provided them with a bigger chegue; but it
was @ barley that did not suit the brewers,
who said that it was too steely, and not of
the qunality required by them.

It was found that the growing of barley
on the lighter land, from whieh the farmer
did not get such a big crop, was better for
malting purposes. So the brewers guaran-
teed the growers a better price for that
barley. The brewers preferred it to that
which was imported from South Australia
or Eastern Australia, and were prepared to
give an increased price for the loeal barley
because of the saving of freight which wounld
be payable on the imported product. That
scheme worked quite satisfactorily until the
Commonwealth Government look over dur-
ing the war. Although the growers protested
to the Commonwealth Government and tried
to get out of the general pool, they were
foreced to come into it. The price was re-
duced. The brewers had to pay the Common-
wealth Government 5s. 6d. per bushel for
barley, but the growers got very little by

[COUNCIL.]

way of advance because, being in the pool,
they eamc inte conflict with large growers in
the Eastern States. I believe the actnal loss
to the growers of barley in Western Aus-
tralia in the first season, due to the pooling,
amounted to no less than £80,000. That re-
presented a great blow to the growers, and
no gain whatever to the brewers, because they
had to pay the full price to the Common-
wealth Government for the barley.

Again and again the barley growers of
Western Aupstralia urged that they be left
out of the scheme and, after a considerable
period and a lot of discussion, it was ar-
ranged that they should have their own or-
ganisation, under Government contrel with-
in the State. We have now reached the posi-
tion that the growers wouwld like to have
control of barley within the State instead of
being embraced in the Commonwealth
scheme, It scems to me the Government has
accepted the suggestion to bring a barley
Bill before the House, quite overlooking the
claims of the growers. The growers want a
Bil] that will give them eontrol, but by this
messure the Government will take over the
whole of the control, giving the growers the
right to cleet two of their own vepresenta-
tives, The other four members are to he
practically Government appointees, with the
Minister in charge.

Al any time when it suits the Government
it ean hring the scheme suggested by this
measure right back to link up with the Com-
monwealth seheme, which will still operate
in the Fastern States. That is my impres-
sion after going through this measure. I
cannot believe that it is what has heen put
up to the Government by the growers, and
I am satisfied that when they get to know
what is contained in this measure they will
say it is not what they intended, and that it
would be far better for them to be able to
market their barley in the same way ag they
did previously, by private arrangement with
the brewers or maltsters, beeause then they
would at least be on the open market for all
the extra barley that could be grown.

Hon., A. Thomson: What is the difference
hetween the maltsters and the brewers?

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: They are very
much the same. The brewerins have always
done a lot of malting for themselves, but
there are maltsters who have come into the
trade and the brewers have given up the
greater portion of that work. I do not know
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the quantities dealt with respectively by the
brewers and maltsters, but I think the brew-
eries wonld prefer to retire altogether from
the malting, leaving it entirely to the mali-
sters. There are not many maltsters in the
business, though quite enoungh for the re-
quirements of Western Australia up to the
present time. They are all interested in the
same business. The six-row barley was never
in the same favour as the two-row barley,
but the former comes into the picture when
there is a big demand from ontside the coun-
try by those who use it for making beer.

At one time we had a large export market
for barley oversea, but we lost it owing to
the action of the Commonweslth Govern-
ment, which placed a beavy duty on glass.
Qur principal oversea market for barley was
Beigium, and when the embargo was plaeced
on Belgian glass the buyers of barley there
said, “We have not any credits in Australia
except in the case of Kimberley beef and
barley.” Belgium was the prineipal market
for Kimberley beef and six-row barley, as
well as for any surplus of two-row harley
that was not required here.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Reciprocity in trade
with Belgium was cut out owing to the high
tariff.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : We have had to
pay enormous prices for glass that we used
to obtain from Belgium at a reasonable
fipure. We obtained no benefit from the em-
bargo beeause we have had to pay such high
prices for glass, owing to the duty.

The Chief Seeretary: But we now have
our Australian glass industry.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I am glad to
hear it. We have other industries, also, but
we are paying dearly for them, and T am
afraid that a lot of the money from wheat
is being used to cover up their tracks. We
bave to pay through the nose for anything
we want to buy, in the ease of nearly every
industry that Australia bhas tried to bmild
up. If we pass this measure as it stands,
we are shot. When we come to deal with a
wheat stabilisation Bill, I believe it will be
a counterpart of this Marketing of Barley
Bill. 1f we pass this measure we must bear
that in mind. I believe the Government has
agreed with the Commonwealth Government
that Western Australia shall eome into line
with the Commonwealth, and the cheapest
method of handling wheat in Australia will
be lost to us.
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If this measure becomes law, we shall still
be subject to eontrol in the matter of the
aren we may plant, whether we grow barley,
pigs, wheat or something else, and thus we
shall have lost our independence. I know
8 large number of men who have abandoned
wheatgrowing entirely because they object to
being under control. This measure bristles
with control. I have placed on the notice
paper a series of amendments I propose to
move in Committee, and I hope they will
be adopted in order that some of the dangers
inherent in the measure may be removed.
The growers want an opportunity to form a
hoard and have & greater say than it is
proposed to give them under this Bill. We
have our representatives in the matter of
wheat, and they are familiar with quite a
lot of the troubles that beset wheatgrowers.
We have managed to pull the barley growers
away from control by the Eastern States.
They had a good innings while they them-
selves exercised control.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Whom do you mean
by “wed”

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The barley
growers.

Hon. G. B. Wood: You mean the barley
executive of the P.P.A., not the board.

Hon. C. B. Williams: How does barley
compare with wheat?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The barley
growers have had control sinee they were
pulled out of the Federal scheme. This Bill-
will deprive them of that control and place
it practieally in the hands of the Minister.
I hope the Bill will be considerably amend-
ed. In my opinion, it is a measure for con-
gideration in Committec rather than at the
second reading stage, but I hope that
amendments will be made which, while pre-
serving the objects set out in the Bill, will
prevent control by the Government or by
anyone else. 'We do not want to be dictated
to in the matter of handling our own pro-
duet.

HON. G. B. WOOD (Eeast) [4.53]: I am
afraid I have to disagree with my colleague
it some of the remarks he has offered. This
measure is placed before us as the outcome
of a deputation from the barley exeentive
of the P.P.A,, which I introduced to the
Minister, This execufive is the only body
in Western Australia which in any way re-
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presents the barley growers; there is mno
eonstituted authority or organisation re-
presenting the barley growers apart from
that executive. We asked the Minister to
introduce a Bill; in other words, the pro-
ducers asked for a Bill,

Hon, V, Hamersley: They asked for this
Bill?

Hon. G. B. WQOD: They asked for a
Bill. Before I finish, I shall suggest a few
amendments that I consider should be
made, but in my opinion this is one of the
best marketing Bills that has ever been
placed before ws. T may also assist Mr.
Hamersley by supporting some of the
amendments of which he has given notice,
but T must say that the measure, while nof
perfeet, does go a long way towards meet-
ing our desires. The executive has been
consulted on these matters and we are in
aecord with nearly every provision of the
Bill.

Hon. C. B, Williams: Then Mr. Hamers-
ley must be out of touch with his electors.

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Mr. Hamersley re-
presents producers of barley, but he is not
on the executive. At the same time he has
every right to speak on behalf of the people
he represents.

Hon. C. B. Williams:
understand the position.

Hon. @. B. WOOD: One of the least
desirable parts of the Bill is that dealing
with the constitution of the board. The
board is to copsist of six members, three of
whom shall be producers, but one of them
15 to be nominated by the Minister. The
prodocers do not favour the Minister hav-
ing the right to appoint one of the pro-
dncers, and I cannot understand why he
asks for that right. The Bill proposes to
confer certain powers on the Minister and,
even if the producers elected the three re-
presentatives, the Minister would still have
sufficient power to ¢ver-ride some of the
decisions of the board. The proposed board
will be more of an advisory body than any-
thing else, but I believe the Minister would
support the board substantially in any ad-
vice it tendered to him. At the same time,
I hope members will assist me to pass an
amendment providing for the election of
the three representatives of the produecers.

The Minister is {o have the right to
nominate a representative of the maltsters

But he should

[COUNCIL.]

nnd a representative of the brewers. I am
not greaily concerned about that. We have
not received any communication from those
people, so appdrently they are satisfied.
The Minister, however, will have quite a
lot to do with the appointment of mem-
bers of the board other than the producers,
and I hope the House will approve of the
three representatives of the producers being
elected by them, While Mr. Hamersley
wag speaking, Mr, Thomson asked what
wasg the difference between a maltster and
a brewer. A maltster malts the barley with
the object of selling it; a brewer malts
the barley in order to make beer on his
own premises, The maltster does not make
beer.

Hon. C. B. Williams: A very good ex-
planation,

Hon, A. Thomson: That is the point I
wanted cleared up.

Hon, 3. B, WQOD: Some of the brew-
eries do not have malting works. The
Swan Brewery is a large buyer of barley,
but whether that brewery malts all the
barley it buys, I do not know, Some brew-
eries buy from the Union Maltings Pro-
prietary, Ltd., in Palmerston-street. Mem-
bers need not fear authorising the ap-
pointment of a board of control sub-
jeet to the amendment I have indi-
cated. Much barley is produced in South
Australia and, if the local board made the
price too high, it would be an easy mat-
ter to import from the Eastern States. Con-
sequently, that would be a safeguard. Sub.
ject to the amendment I have indicated,
the beard would meet with the approval
of most of the producers.

A suggestion thas been made that the
consumers should be given a representa-
tive on the board, It was stated in another
place that the people who drink beer should
have representation. Such an argument
bas little real relation to the objects of the
Bill. After the barley has been sold, the
maltster puts it through certain processes,
but the actual eost of the barley has very
little influence on the cost of a jug of beer,
I do not know how many grains of barley
would he used to make a jug of beer, but
the number would be very emall. I eannot
see why the consumers should be brought
into the picture at all, and I hope their in-
clusion will not be suggested here. I com-
mend the Bill and assure the House that
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the producers will feel happy abount it so
long as it is amended as I have suggested.

On motion by Houn. Sir Hal Colebateh,
debate adjourned.

BILL—FACTORIES AND SHOP3 ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 12th Septem-
ber.

HON. J. A. DIMMITT (Metropolitan-
Saburban {5.0]: This Bill seeks to close =il
shops except those in the Fourtk Sehedule
4nd small shops at 5.30 p.m. from Monday
to Fridey inclusive. This is to apply to
all parts of the State, irrespective of the
faet that in certain shop districts a half-
holiday has been determined by a poll of
the people of the shopping district to fall
on some day other than Saturduy. If, there
fore, this Bill becomes an Act, it will totally
disregard the wishes of the people in those
shopping distriets, and sweep aside the re-
sults of the poll that has been taken. The
attempt to bring about the elosing of all
shops at 5.30 p.m., to my way of thinking,
disregards the convenience of & great num-
ber of people. There are mauy workers
who have domestic obligations and who
have no opportunity to shop exeept after
the ending of their working day. This
compulsory elosing at 5.30 p.m. would, in
fact, be & real hardship to those people.
As a result of closing at that hour, they
would be compelled to do their shopping
with shops specified in the Fourth Schedule.

Most shops of the Fourth Schedule sell
confectionery, fruit and vegetables but in
additien most of them keep a fair stoek of
groeeries. Whilst this elass of shop is per-
mitted to remain open until 8 p.m., those
establishments cannot sell groceries after
6 pan. It is pretty well known that a good
deal of after-hours trading takes plaee in
these prohibited lines after the elosing
hour of 6 p.m.

Hon. F. E. Gibson: That is the only time
when those shops sell them.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: If the Bill be-
comes law, this practice will he greatly en-
couraged but will still remain unlawful,
It may be argued that shops can open
carlier. That is true, but it would not be
of any serviee to the average housewife
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who is busily engaged in the morning pre-
paring breakfast and getiing the children
off to school. She would not benefit by the
eurlier opening of shops. The net result of
this ecompulsory closing would be thet the
big city shops would have lesser trading
hours. Let it not be overlooked that the
big city shops are the largest employers of
labour. 8o much then for 530 p.m. closing.

Let us now look at Saturday afternoon
closing, which this Bill seeks to make com-
pulsory all over the State. Whilst Satur-
day afternoon closing is convenienb and
snitable for the metropolitan area, in many
country distriets it would represent a great
inconvenienee to rural workers and farmersy
and to the wives of rural workers and
farmers.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Who told you that?
Hon. L. Craig: That ig quite true.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: In many shop
distriets polls have heen taken end people
have selected days other than Saturdays.

Hon, (. B, Wood: What about Xatan-
ning, Narrogin and Wagin?

Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: I said it would
represent an inconvenience to some shop-
ping districts. They have said so by a
plebiscite that has been taken.

Hen, G. Fraser: A pretty poor one.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: It was a good
one. Section 105 of the Act makes pro-
vision fcr the taking of & poll. If 10 per
cent. of the people of any shop district
appeal to the Minister for a poll to be taken
to decide on which half-day the shops in the
town shall close, he is compelled to give
them an opportunity to vote on that nues-
tion. It seems to me that the alierations
sought in the Bill will suit only the minor-
ity, and will totally disregard the wishes
of the great majority of the people.

The Bill has some rather bad drafting
features. Mr. Parker has from time to
time strongly advocated that a Parliament-
ary Drafting Department should be attached
to the Crown Law Department instead of
the drafting being left, apparently, as a
part-time joh to some of the departmental
officers,

Hon. (. Fraser: He would still find
fanlt if that were done.

Hon. J. A. DIMMITT: I would draw at-
tention to two bad faults in the drafting
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of this Bill. It leaves in the parent Act
the Sixth Schedule. Perhaps Mr. Fraser
does not know what the Sixth Schedule is.
That schedule is a memorial to the Min-
ister in charge of the Act for an alternative
day to Saturday. The Bill arbitrarily fixes
the half-day as on Saturday and the parent
Act still makes provision for a memorial to
the Minister for a poll to fix some other
day than Saturday. The hon. member will
agree that that is bad drafting.

There is another had drafting feature
in the Bill. An amendment leaves the Fifth
Schedule in the Aet. If this Bill becomes
law, the Fifth Schedule will be ahsolutely
superfluons and redundant. That drafting
is a clear indication to me, and I think to
the Ilouse, that Mr. Parker’s advoeacy
needs a good deal of support from us.
There are other ineouvenient features in
regard to 5.30 p.m. closing, namely, the
compulsory elosing of drnggists and chem-
ists’ shops. I think the people will be greatly
inconvenienced by that provision and also by
the other provision relating to hairdressing
establishments. My personal view is that
the Government should not interfere with
the present arrangement, and T will vote
against the second reading.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.10]:
I have had various letters from people in
my province. Strangely enough, in one or
two instances they seem to convey rather
mixed views, One letter from a very im-
portant body says, “Do not let this Biil
through whatever happens; we do not want
the compulsory Saturday afternoon elosing.”
From the same locality T have a letter from
a number of people who state that they be-
long to an important sporting organisafion.
Sportsmen cvidently do not consider the
farming community who desire fo have
Saturday shopping, because these particular
people are in favour of closing on Saturday.
So that we bave some who are in favour of
the shops being kept open on Saturday
afternoon and others in favour of closing
them.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt; Let the local option
poll decide the issue.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: There was an
instance where the loeal people worked
under the poll system for many years. Every-
thing secmed to work out well. In several
other centres I know of that is not the posi-

[COUNCIL.

tion, In ome centre the shopkeepers agreed
to close on Saturday. Within six months they
came to me asking me to approach the
Minister to see whether they could revert
to the old order, They began by closing on
Saturday and then found their business was
slipping away to a neighbouring centre.
They had the local option poll and they
got the Saturday closing brought into being,
but very speedily they found they were
losing hnsiness. They then asked that the
whole question be reconsidered. The Minister
referred them to the Act, where it is laid
down clearly that another local option poll
cannot be taken for two years. Those people
therefore had to wait two years and suffer
a big loss of business. As soon as the com-
munity had an oppertunity to vete again,
it was decided to revert to the open shop on
Saturday afternoon and evening.

Many years ago I had an experience at
York. There was a sporting organisation
there and I suppose its members were not
concerncd about the welfare of the distriet.
They decided to close on Saturday. T had
a number of employees, and gaid to the shop-
keepers, ‘I am afraid you people are making
a mistake in closing on Saturday affernoon,
but as an employer it docs not concern me.”
At that lime people were all glad to go into
the township where they could make their
own purchases of what they required. As
soon as Saturday closing came into full
swing, nmy employees did not bother to come
into the township on Saturday, beeanse the
shops were closed. They were unable to
choase their own goods, and they therefore
made ‘their purchases direct from Perth.
They sent their orders to Boan's or Foy's.

Hon, A, Thomson: You are not far wrong
there; your argument is sound.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: Those fellows
were quife satisfied to pay whatever in-
ereased price might be demanded for their
goods. They did not only have to do their
own shopping but they had the pleasure of
meeting one another, It did not matter two
hoats to me so long as they were back at
work on Monday morning, If they had too
much liquor, or met too many friends on
Saturday night, that wouald probably cost
them a good deal of meney, and they would
very likely suffer for it in other ways, but
so long as they made a recovery on Sunday
and got back to work on Monday, it was all
right with me This is to try out the same
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thing, When this House passed a measure
for local option, by a poll, it provided some-
thing democratic. Let us keep this demo-
cratic principle going. I have been told,
from many centres, that the shops are open
to meet the convenience of the people as a
result of the arrival of trains. At some towns
there is no train or mail to collest on Satur-
days. The people in those places would
rather have the shops kept open on Fridays.
They should be allowed to please themselves.
Why should we put hobbles on them?

Hon. G. B, Wood: They do it in the
metropolitan arew.

L3

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY : They have 8.1,
betting and other things in the metropolitan
arca, The people bere want to see the coun-
try residents come into the city to spend
their money, and they will. If they cannct
make their purchases on a Saturday night
mach more eountry money will go into the
eity.

Hon. G. B. Wood: Do you believe in late
shopping on Saturday nights?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I do not mind,
I am thinking of the employees. They usual-
ly want to do their shopping at the week-
end. This Bill provides for compulsory clos-
ing all over the State so that no place will
have the right to decide for itself.

HCGN. G. B. WOOD (llast) [5.17]: Again
I am at variance with Mr. Hamersley. I
suppose there is not one member who has
done more than I have to get the ideas of
his electors on this subjeet. I was instru-
mental in getting the York Road Board, of
which I am n member, to cireularise all the
other road boards. We found, as a result,
that there was a difference of opinion, A
little more than 60 per cent. was in favowr
of Saturday closing and just under 40 per
cent. against any change. Some said, “Leave
it to the people by way of loeal option.”
Much has been said about loeal option, but T
do not agree with it. I think it is a farce en-
tirely. We found some years ago, when the
shops shut at Northam, that the people
yound about did their shopping at Tood-
vay, Goomalling or York. The same thing
happened when the shops at York were
shut. Tn that instance the people went to
Quairading, Beverley or Northam.

Hon. G. Fraser: Does not that indicate
that the shops should all shut on Saturdays?

849

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Yes. That was no
good to the individual storekeepers. They
lost trade. Some years ago I was an ad-
vocate against closing on Saturdays. The
Northam people had a poll and said that
they did not want to close on Saturday
afternoons, Today they have seen the light,
perhaps because of the experience in the
war years, and want to close on Saturday
afternoons,

Hon. A, Thomson: Does not the Act give
them the opportunity to close?

Hon, G. B. WOOD: Yes, but they do not
want to be the only ones to elose. It ia un-
satisfactory if one town decides to close
and the others round sbout remain open.
This is a ease of one in, all in, I do not
believe in the hogey of people going to
Perth to do their shopping. I bave spoken
le many storckeepers on the matter, and not
one 1s afraid of the trade going to Perth
if they all close. People do not want to be
bothered “with shopping in Perth. We have
been told that people will come to Perth for
the races and do their shopping at the same
time. Well, he is a poor country storekeeper
who cannot eompete with that sort of thing.
1 do not think a single storekeeper is
afraid of it. I am in Perth as often as I
am in my home town, and I have not spent
305, in Perth on groceries. The difference
in priee is not worth bothering about.

There is nothing in the idea of not being
able to get groceries beeause the shops are
shut on Saturday afternoons. With tele-
pbones and motorears only very little grocery
shopping need be done on Saturday after-
noons. In consultation with the largest
storekeeper in York, I said, “How much
shopping could be done quite easily by ent-
ting ont the Saturday afternoons?” He said
that 85 per cent. could be easily done with-
out any ineonvenience. Many people go to
the country towns on sale days, and they
can do most of their shopping then. To-
day people will not do their shopping on
sale days. There is only one big sale day
at York and the people will not shop on
that day. They do it the next day, Satur-
day. This storckecper told me that he had
implored people to put in their orders and
get their goods away on the Friday, so as
to ease the position on Saturday, but they
would not do it. I said, “What about the
farm hands¥’ THe said they could shop at
some time other than Saturday afternoons,
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and are doing so. I mentioned one or two
big farmers employing hands, and he said
that the ordering was done by telephone and
they picked up the goods when they come
into the pictures,

Hon, A. Thomson:
clothing ¢

Hon, G. B. WOOD: No, I have to admit
that. I was speaking of groceries in par-
ticular, But a man does not come in to buy
clothing every Saturday.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: I suppose someone
comes in every Saturday?

Hon. . B. WOOD: Yes. Most of them
come in on Saturdays for the pictures
whother the shops are open or not. The shops
at Corrigin have not been open on a Satur-
day nfternoon for years, and no-one cares.
The same thing applies at Narembeen,
Nungarin and Wongan Hills,

Hon, A. Thomson: What about Kulin9

Hon. ¢. B. WOOD: It is not in my pro-
vinge. I understand, bowever, that a dif-
fercnec of opinion exists there. I am quot-
ing places that I am particularly interested
in, I inquired as to how the Katenning
people were getting on and they zaid that
they were quite all right and were not wor-
ried.

Hon, A. Thomson: They eome in on Fri-
day, which is always a sale day.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, like other places,
From the investigations I have made I can-
not sce anything against elosing on Satur-
days. I was instromentasl in having the
York Road Board oftice closed on Saturdays.
Someone said, “There will be a howl about
this.” There was no howl. People got used
to it. They came in on other days to see
the banker, the road board, the railways or
the stoek agents, who are all elosed on Sai-
urday afternoons. At 1 or 2 p.m. on Satur-
days in the city the people are all going off
fo the races—

Hon. L. Craig: That is an exaggeration!

Hon. G. B. WOOD :—or to the football or
the beaches.

Hon. G, Fraser: They go hiking.

Hon. &, B. WOOD: In the country towns
they are working and have to play their
football on Sundeys.

Hon. A. Thomson: How many country
towns work on Saturday afternoons?

Does that apply to

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G- B. WOOD: I am taiking of
shop hands and shopowners who have to
work on Saturday afternoons. A store-
keeper at Cunderdin eaid to me, “I have
a good idea; I got it from the Post Office.
People do not wait for the Post Office to
open to get their letters, but get them from
their box. I intend to put lockers for
my customers on my side verandah,”

Hon. A. L. Loton: You do not order
your mail.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: No, but a person
could order his groceries by telephone and
pick them up later, My wife has seldom
bought groceries for years withont first
ordering them by telephone, Many other
people ring their orders throngh. I am
only going on what the storekeepers have
told me,

Hon, L. Craig: You seem to bhe the
storekeepers’ representative.

Hon. G. B, WOOD: Yes, but I am also
the representative of the employces and
cveryone else concerned.

Hon. H. Tuckey: That

distriet,

Hon. G. B. Wi00D: Yes, and other dis-
triets too. I bave not found any hardship
in other districts where the Saturday clos-
ing prevails, and I made it my husiness
to find out. I hope this measure will
pass the second reading. If city members
like to make it six o’cloek, that is all right
with me, If this measure were universal
throughout Western Australia, those who
object to it today would be perfectly happy
about it in 12 months’ time, or even less,
I support the second reading.

18 for your

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East) [5.25]:
I also represent g rural area, but in direct
contrast t¢ Mr. Wood, I believe in local
option.

Hon. L. Craig: The {rinity disagree,

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Thank you. Mr.
Wood has mentioned Katanning and Nar-
rogin. Thosc places have big sale days,
and they oceur mostly on the Friday of each
week, Those towns are in my electorate.
The people at Kulin recently tried the
experiment of closing on Saturday after-
noon and they turnmed it down flat. The
train goes to that town on a Saturday
afternoon, and the shops are shut. No-one
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No-one is there to get
with tho

gets any benefit.
the vegetables which, together
mail, come at the week-end.

Hon, A. Thomson: That is a poiat that
city people overlook.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: Local option satis-
fies the needs of the people, T do not care
whether they sbut at 6 o'clock or 8 ¢'clock
in the metropolitan area, and if some
measure is brought in to provide for compul-
gory closing there at 12 o’clock on Saturdays,
I will sapport it.

HON. L. CRAIG (South-West) [5.27]:
It is quite refreshing to see a difference
of opinion among the Country Party mem-

bers. I congratulate Mr. Loton on his ad-
vocacy of local option tor the outhack
places.

Hon. A. L. Loton: Why are you changing
your tene?

Hon. L. CRAIG: I am not changing my
tone; I am supporting the hon. member. We
are not ready for this nniformity throughont
the State. I do not see why the people in the
different localities cannot decide for them-
selves whether they will have their shops
open or not. In the bigger towns such 2=
Katanning and York the shop employees
constitute quite a large proportion of the
population. Also in those places the people
have tciephones and most have motorears.
But we have many small villages and towns
throughont the group arens where the only
day for the people is Saturday. The settlers
there have no telephones. They eome into
town on Saturdey to do their shopping and
go to the pictures. If the people in the
eountry want Saturday closing, they can
vote for it. There is no harm in lecul op-
tion. If they do not want it they will
vote against it. I see no harm in leaving
the matter to the people to dectde for them-
selves.

Reference has been made to sport. T do
not know of any part of the South-West
where sport is indulged in on Saturdays, so
this will mean no hardship. If we are to
have uniformity with regard to Saturday
efternoon closing, why does the Government
employ extra men on the trams in order
lu take people to foothall matches on Satur-
day afternoons?

Hon. G. B. Wood: They are paid exira
for that.
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Hon. L. CRAIG: The question of pay-
ment does not enter into this argument; the
object is to secure uniformity. To say to
the few people in some small country towns
that they must not shop on Saturday after-
noons beeause the shops must close and at
the same time to requive the poor old tram-
mies fo work until a late hour on Saturday
nights in order to convey people from foot-
hall matches or to and from the trots is
not consistent. 'We must be rcasonable. The
lesser bave to give way to the greater in all
things. In some country towns the em-
ployces affected will number only three or.
four and it is no great hardship to require
them to work on Saturday afternoons in
order that a large number of farmers from
the surrounding districts may be served. I
do not know what the position would be in
the group settlement areas and what the shop
empluyees there would do if there were no
business transacted on Saturday afterncons.

Hon. G. B, Wood: How many employees
would there be in that position?

Hon. L. CRAIG: Many of them are mar-
ried men with small farms and then again
the single people wani clothes and other
things oceasionally. The argoment should
not be based on what the towns require,
People in the outer areas should receive some
vonsideration, Members will realise that we
must extend eonsideration to people living
in the small centres such as those referred
to by Mr. Loton. They have no voice in these
matters like the towns that have their rep-
resentatives to look after their interests. I
am not concerned about the towns to the
extent that I am regarding the rights of
people in the smaller centres, We should
not be adamant on this question. With the
provision for local option, if people want
Saturday afternoon closing they ean vore
for it

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [5.33]:
This is a small matter, but it has many
aspects. Personally, I cannot reconcile the
actions of the Government which proposes to
ask the people by way of referendum whe-
ther this Chamber is to be allowed to exist,
when it can also introduce legislation en-
abling Parliament to direet people living in
small cenfres like Walkaway and Wryal-
kateherm as to when they shall do their shop-
ping and when the shop employees shall have
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their half-holiday, It savours too much of
the regimentation of which we have heard
so much, if we are to say that everyone, irre-
spective of local conditions, shall be com-
pelled to do the same thing in the same way
at the same time. I am very much opposed
to that attitude. I have business interests at
Geraldton and to force Northampton, Walk-
away and other places to submit to Setur-
day afternoon closing would suit me person-
ally, but I do not propoese to vote in favour
of the Bill. If we are in carnest when we
say we want people to go outback and open
up this most inadequately developed State,
we mnst extend to them greater considera-
tion than is indicated in the Bill.

Last week I travelled from Carnamah in
the south to Northampton in the north and
out to Mullewa in the east, and everywhere
I was asked to vote against the Bill which
soughi to impose Saturday elosing on the
shopkeepers outback. Ii is not a question of
the shop employees or of the shopkeepers.
Of paramount importance to my mind is the
custorner, In the parts of which L speak,
the customer does not live next door to the
store or in the next street nor is be a worker
whose hours are safeguarded by Arbitration
Court awards. That is the factor that in-
fluences me. Let us give the people them-
selves the right to say which afternoon suits
them best for the closing of shops. If they
decide that Saturday afternoon is best, well
and good, but if they favour the half-holiduy
on Wednesday or Thursday, we should give
the people the right to close on the day of
their preference. If we are to act other-
wise, why not say that the hotels must close
on Saturday afternoons?

As to the suggestion that the shops shall
close at 5.30 p.m., I have worked in a general
store for many years and I can pssure the
House that, particularly during the winter
months, very little business is done between
5.30 and 6 pm. In my opinion, no hard-
ship would be imposed upon the customers
if the eartier shopping hour were fixed be-
cause people do not want to poke about in
the dark when they are making their pur-
chases and the extra half-hour would be of
great benefit to the employees. On the other
hand, the people in the outback areas should
have the right to say when the shops should
close.

Hon. A. Thomson: But they have that
right,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: And I do not de-
sire to deprive them of it.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [540]: T
snpport the Bill. This question about Satur-
day afternoon closing has been argued time
and again in years gone by, particularly with
regard to the application of the prineiple
in the country areas. On this occasion every
member has made vp his mind as to what
his attitude will be. Listening to the debate,
I could not help being amused at the in-
consistency disclogsed by some members re-
garding local option. What was their atti-
tude in connection with local option when it
applied to liquor licensesY They have post-
poned the holding of local option polls for
ten or 15 years.

Hon, A. Thomson: Your Government
postponed it
Hon, G. FRASER: Members of this

Chamber agreed to the postponement. What
abont their action in denying the people the
right to conduct thoge loeal option polls?

Hon, L. Craig: Bring in another such pro-
posal and see,

Hon. G. FRASER : The proposal bas been
brought up on many oceasions and we have
already seen what the attitude of members
has been. They have no seruples about it
at all. Yet they now talk about giving the
right to the people to say, by means of a
loeal option poll, whether the shops should,
or should not, close on Saturday afternoons!

Hon, J. A. Dimmitt: I think you are
wrong when you say that local option pro-
posals have been before the House for many
years.

Hon. G. FRASER: The matter has been
before the House on many occasions and
the loecal option polls on the liguor question
have been postponed. That has been mem-
bers’ attitude although the law provides that
local option polls shall be taken at the speci-
fied intervals.

Hon, A. Thomsen: Why did you not sce
that that was done?

Hon. G. FRASER: I am not discussing
the question of loeal option, but rather the
attitude of members who today are placing
such stress on the application of loeal option
in this instanee. I am dealing with their in-
consistency.

Hon, E. H, H. Hall: The circumstances
were different, and youn know it,
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Hon. G. FRABER : That is the suggestion
that is always put forward when members
are accused of inconsistency,

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think the
hon. member is doing that, too.

IIop. G. FRASER: It ean always be done
by members whe wish to explain their
altered attitnde on a question the basis of
which is exaetly the same as that concerning
another matter respeeting which their con-
tention was in a contrary direction.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: You know that it
applies in this instance.

Hon. . FRASER: It does not! I have
heard this type of argument ever since the
abolition of the Friday night late shopping
was first thought of. The same applied to
the closing of shops on Saturday afternoons.

Hon. G. B. Wood: What are they doing
in the Eastern States?

Hon. G. FRASER: So far as I know, the
shops in the metropolitan areas all close on
Saturday aftermoons. In some odd places
they still have Friday night shopping. Most
of the business premises in the cities close
on week-days at 5.30 p.m. There is very
little 6 o’clock eclosing in the Eastern Stutes.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: That is entirely in-
correet. 1 was there a fortnight ago.

Hon. G. FRASER:: I was there a month
or two ago, and most of the shops in Mel-
bourne and Sydney closed at the hour I
stated.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall; But that applies to
the cities.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1 referred to the
cities, and said so specifieally. T do not
know what conditions apply in the country
arcas, but most of the premises in the cities
close at 5.30 p.m.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt: That was not so a
fortnight ago.

Hon. G. FTRASER : Then conditions must
have altered in the last month or so. I re-
peat that I have heard the same old argu-
ments trotted out with regard to the shorten-
ing of trading hours. Reference was made
to the employees on farms. Are they suffer-
ing any greater hardships through the elus-
ing of shops on Saturday afternoong than
have been suffered by the workers in the
towns? In these days we do not hear any
eomplainta in the metropolitan area beeanse
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of the abolition of Satwrday afternoon shop-
ping. Since the change-over from the late
shopping night on Fridays and the closing
of shops on Saturday afternoons, the atti-
tude of the people genmerally has entirely
changed, and those who previously opposed
the reforms wonld not now consider going
back to the old order.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Because it suits
them.

Hon. G. FRASER: 1f the Bill he ngreed
to and the eonntry areas are placed on the
same basis, the attitude of those who today
oppose the measure will change and, as we
bave noted in the metropolitan areca, they
will not seek to revert to the old order.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [5.45]:
If closing at one o’clock would suit the York
district, I am sure it would not suit the
province I represent, I agree with what Mr.
Craig has said is the position generzally in
the South-West; but I wounld like fo draw
attention to the fact that we have a number
of holiday resorts along the coastline and
the weck-cnd trade is what the storekeepers
depend on, Mt is also g very great eonveni-
ence for the holiday-makers to be able to
get their requiremenis on a Saturday after-
noon and thus avoid the necessity of buy-
ing them on the day they leave Perth. A
number of these storekeepers would have to
close down if they eould not trade during
the summer period. For that reason alone
I am opposed to onc o’clock closing. There
are many of these stores and T know the
great convenience it is for people to be able
to do their shopping at them on Saturday
afternoon. I also know the very great bene-
fit it is to business people to take advantage
of the holiday period in order to make up
for the slack period during the winter
months. A number of the ontback towns
also prefer that the law should remain &s it
is. 1f they desire & change, the machinery

.is available to effect it. I shall vote against

the second reading.

HON. A. THOMSON (Socuth-East)
(5.48] : I think there are some members in
this Chamber who have entirely lost the
viewpoint of the people residing in country
distriets. Mr. Wood said that the shops ut
Katanning, Narrogin and varions other
towns in my provinee right down to Albany
all closed on Saturday. That is so. That
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is done by the will of the people and they
are perfectly satisfied, As a matter of fact,
Friday is the big day in Katanning. It is
the sale day and the country people make
it their practice to come in from miles around
to do their shopping on that day. ‘Thers
is nothing doing in Katanning on Saturday.
That applies to all the big country towns,
What better illustration could we have than
that given by Mr. Loton? He mentioned a
town which had a train at the week-end, on
Saturday, and he said the people were wait-
ing on that day for their fresh vegetables,
groceries and other commodities. Are they to
be denied the right—the privilege—of get-
ting their necessities on the Saturday?

Hon. . Praser: Could not the train ar-
rive on a Friday?

Hon. A, THOMSON: If the hon. member
could arrange for the trains to arrive at all
country towns on a Friday, of course the
trading could be done on the Friday.

Hon, G. B. Wood: Very few trains arrive
at conntry places on a Saturday.

Hon, A. THOMSON: The hon. member
seemed to be most anxious sbout the shop
assistants, There are just as many shop
assistants in my district as there are in his
and I am not afraid of them.

Hon. G. Fraser: He looks after them bet-
ter.

Hon, A. THOMSON: I am not contend-
ing that shops should not be closed on Bat-
urday. I am not saying that we should not
have the present system in all the big towns,
but we have an Aef which was framed to
take into comsideration the position of our
outback people. It is 8ll very fine for Mr.
Wood and other members to say that the
eountry shopkeeper is not affected. It would
snrprise Mr, Wood, if he made inguiries, to
find out the number of mail arders sent by
city shops to all the country sidings.

Hon. G. B. Wood: That has always heen
0.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The hon. member
said that the business people in his distviet
were perfeotly satisfied that they would not
lose nny business at all if they closed on
Saturday aftermoon.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A good centralisation
policy—drive all the trade into the eity.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I am not opposed
to Saturday afternoon closing. I do nol

i [COUNCIL.]

think any person in my provinec wants to
go back to the late shopping night. I am
vot advoenting that at all, but I ask the
Giovernment this: Who is responsible for
bringing in this Bill? Why was it hrought
in?

The Honorary Minister: Tn move with the
times!

on, G. Frascr: Progress!

Hon. A, THOMSON: There we have tha
answer; it is that we are to move with 1he
timesa.

Hon. G, B. Wood: Did you not initiale
a movement fo eclose petrol bowsers at a
certain hour?

lJon. A. THOMSON: I did not.

Hon, G, B. Wood: There was no local
option about that; no vote was taken.

Hon. A, THOMSON: Ycs, there was, Wo
had requests from all over the country. For
the information of the hon. member, I might
say that I got in touch with all the bowser
owners in my province and asked them
whether they approved or disapproved of my
proposed action. They were unanimous.
Thercfore, T did take a loea] aption poll.

Hon, G. B, Woqd: So did 1.

The Chief Sceretary: What about the
customers of the bowsers? Did you con-
sult them?

Hon, A. THOMSON: They were quite
willing. There is a provision in the Aet
that if they reguire petrol they can get
it. T am surprised that there should be
any argument, particularly by some of the
conntry members against the poll, I shall
not enter into the argument adduced by Mr.
Fraser. T fee! that we shall, by an Act of
Parlinment, over-ride conditions that have
heen laid down by the Arbitration Court.
Admittedly, of eourse, we eon do so if we
like. The Honorary Minister said this Bill
wag intredueed in order to move with the
times. Would T he unkind if I suggested
that there was an election coming on and
that it might be popular if a measure of
this kind were passed? Tt will not affect
any of the larger eountry distriets, as these
are today enjoying those privileges; what
T am concerned about are the smaller towns
where there is only one train a week. God
koows the people in those places have enough
te put up with alrendy.
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Hon. G. B. Wood: On what day does the
‘train run?

Hon. A, THOMSON: On Saturday. Mr,
Loton told the hon, member that.

Hon. G. B Wood: Only one place!

Hon. A. THOMSON: There are other
places as weil.

Several members interjected.

The PRESIDENT: Order!
logues must cease.

Hon. A. THOMSON: The Act provides
that any district can decide on which day
the shops shall close. We are all aware that
in country districts sports are held on Sun-
days, as the people have to travel con-
siderable distances. I have no desire to
deny men working on farms and men work-
ing in country stores any of the privileges
enjoyed in the city; but as Mr. E. H. H.
Hall has pointed out, many couniry people
do not live adjacent to a store and pro-
bably they have to fravel many miles to
make their purchases. They do not enjoy
the privilege, as does Mr. Wood, of a tele-
phone to their house.

These dia-

Hon, G. Fraser: They would have to
travel on whatever day the shops were
open,

Hon. A. THOMSON: They do. The hon.
member has one view, I have another. I
shall vote against the Bill because I be-
lieve the Act as it stunds provides ample
protection for all workers in the ecountry
distriets.

On motion by the Honorary Minister,
debate adjourned.

BILL—INCREASE OF RENT (WAR
RESTRICTIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 12th Septera-
ber,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West—in reply) [556]: I
would like briefly to reply to Mr. Thom-
son’s remarks on this Bill. He suggested
the time had arrived when this measure
might be amended in several directions and
quoted & number of instances which he con-
sidered to be unfair as the result of the

" House.
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parent Aet. For that reason he said he
intended to vote against the Bill. I desire
to remind the hon. member that the parent
Act expires on the 30th of this montk, The
National Security Regulations are expected
to expire at the end of the year; and I
suggest that if there iz any period when
control is lifted the repercussions will be
exceedingly serious. They will be the same
here as they have been elsewhere. The
Government realises that the position is
most serious. I informed the House, when
introducing the Bill, that the matter had
heen the subject of some discussion at the
recent Premiers’ Conference, at which the
Premiers of all the States of the Common-
wealth were agreed that control should be
continued. They were not in a position at
that particular time, however, to reach a
definite decision.

Hon A. Thomson: I want control, but
I want vou to extend it.

The CHIETF SECRETARY: The matter
was accordingly deferred until the next
Premicrs’ Conference, which is expected to
be held in January next. It is for that
reason that no amendments have been in-
cloded in this Bill. I hope that the senti-
ment expressed by Mr. Thomson will not
be accepted by other members as being the
attitude which should be adopted by this
I should regret it very mueh in-
deed if eontrol of rents were lifted by &
vote of this Chamber. T hope the House
will pass the second reading.

Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. .. 18

Noes .. . . .. 3

Majority for re .. 15
AvYES,

Hon. 8ir Fal Colebateh Hon. J. G. Hislop

Hon. Croig Hon, W, H. Klitson

L.

Hon. J. A. Dimmitt Hen. G. W, Miles
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon, 0, H, Simpson
Hon, R. M, Farrest Hon. H. Tuckey
Hen. F, E. Gibson Hon, F, R. Welsh
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. . B. Williams
Hon. E. H. H. Hall Hon, G, B, Wood
Hon. W. R, Hall Hon. G. Fraser

. (Teller.)

NoEs,

Hon, A, T. Loton I Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. A, Thomson {T'eller.)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Hon, G. Fraser in the Chair; the Chief
Seeretary in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 1—agreed to.

Clause 2—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon, A, THOMSON: I want to empha-
sise the attitude I adopted on this Biil. For
muny years the measure has been intro-
duced every year, and we have not been in
& position to amend it any more than we
are on this occasion. 1t seerued to me that
the only way we could do something was to
vote the Bill out, knowing that the Govern-
ment could, if it so desired, within 24 hours
introduce another measure which could, to
a great extent, overcome the preseat black
markefing that is taking place in regard to
rents. We know that rents have been fixed.
We also know that tenants are in the happy
position of being able to appeal to the court
and have them reduced. We know further
—and 1 am sure the Government must know
—of scores of cases where tenants are sub-
letting rooms at rents higher than they
themselves are paying for the premises.

The CHAIRMAN: I hope the hon. mem-
ber will not make a second reading speech.

Hon, A. THOMSON: Ne, I am not doing
that. I want to ¢larify my position. I am not
opposed to rent eontrol, but I do think it is
time the Government faced the position and
introduced a measure which would stop the
pernicious system of black marketing which
is in existence. I do not oppose the clause,

Hor. E, H, H. HALL: I, too, would like
an opportunity o voice the hope that the
Government will see its way clear to bring
in a new Bill. I have a letter from an old
friend of mine, resident in the metropolitan
ares, complaining very bitterly about the
profiteering that has been taking place. We
have an Act dealing with profiteering on the
sale of ordinary eommedities hut we have
no Act to compel people letting rooms to
desist from the extreme profiteering that oe-
eurs. I am sure the Government realises the
position. We have had the Chief Secre-
tary’s assurance that at the next Premiers’
Conference something will be dopne. T hope
that assurance will be honoured.

"Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I have also re-
ceived urgent requests that this measure he
drastically amended before heing passed.
Unfortunately, I have not any amendment
to insert. .

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, A. Thomson: We could not amend
it; that js the tragedy.

Hon. V, HAMERSLEY: Of course; and
it is a great pity that it did not go out. Of
all the ramps that have existed in this coun-
try, this is one of the greatest. There is an
enormous number of honses that were let be-
fore the war at peppercorn rentals. The
moment the war started, people subletting
these premises charged treble the original
rent and the owners have never had a look
in.

Hon, A. Thomson: The Minister has given
an assurance that the matter will be dealt
with at the Premiers’ Conference,

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: The point I
want to raise is that many people cannot
get into their own homes.

Hon, C. B. Williams: They sncaked away
when they thought the Japs were going to
raid Perth. Half of them are only curs,
and would not face up to it.

The CHATRMAN: Order! Will the hon.
member please resume his seat? I hope mem-
bers will not take advantage of the leniency
I have shown. This clause is merely to
amend Seetion 15 by changing the word
“forty-six” to ‘forty-seven.” The whole de-
bate should be confined to the question of
whether the word should be “forty-six" or
“forty-seven.” I allowed a little leniency, but
I think members are taking advantage of it.
I will now ask them to confine themselves
to the subject-matter of the clause.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT, 1919-
1942, AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 12th September.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [7.30]:
This is a very short Bill, and I commend it
to the House, becanse in many ecountry
centres where infant health clinies are being
established it is necessary to obtain some
support from the local anthority, Under the
existing law no road hoard can vote any
money from its ordinary revenue for such
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purposes, While that applies in many
centres therc are, on the other hand, some
districts where a few ratepayers ask their
road boards for all kinds of assistance that
cannot be granted. In some centres perhaps
the people would rather be without this legis-
lation, but, generally speaking, it would be
of benefit to the local authorities. I have
much pleasure in supporting the Bill.

Question put and passed,

Bil] read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without de-
bate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—MILK.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 10th September.

HON. J. G. HISLOP (Metropolitan)
[7.35] : I consider that the main essential of
a Bill to control milk in all the phases of its
produetion and distribution is to ensure that
the milk, when i reaches the consumer, is
safe, elean and of a high food value. That
seems to me the first essential. The second
is to cnsure that the milk, eonforming to
that first requirement, is delivered to the
eonsumer at the lowest possible price com-
patible with justice and equity to all those
engaged in the occupations of producing and
supplying milk. Thirdly, we must ensure
that, so far as is possible, the administra-
tion of the Act—an Act to control one of
the most vital foods of the people—is di-
voreced from political—as against parlia-
mentary—control, and that those administer-
ing the Aect shall be competent to do so and,
what is more, that they will have the power
to do it, It is from those three points of
view that I desire to eriticise this Bill.

I will deal first withk the mixture of poli-
tical control in this Bill, the powers of the
hoard, and its personnel. Any member read-
ing the Bill will see that the board is com-
pletely powerless. It exists as a board in
name, and in name only, its functions being
negligible. It eannot move hand or foot with-
out the consent of the Minister. Let us look
at how the board is to be controlled. One of
the first eclouses says that, subject to the
Minister, the board shall administer the Act.
Then it takes from the board any right to
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divide the State into what will be declared
dairy areas, It takes from the board any
right even to divide an area once it has been
declared. It takes from the board any prac-
tieal control of the division of the State into
dairy areas. Later on we find that the board
cannot even appoint its own staff without
first meeting the wishes of the Minister. It
cannot issue directives to a vendor as to
where he shall sell his milk, without the con-
sent of the Minister, and when its powers
are defined there is a clause which says that,
subject to the approval of the Minister, it
can do certain things,

The provision goes further, to make cer-
tain that the board can not do anything, by
saying, “Notwithstanding anything contain-
ed in this Act the board cannot exercise any
power without the consent of the Minister,”
and that any act of the bhoard ecan Dhe
countermanded by a note in writing from
the Minigter, It says, further, that when the
board has taken away the license of a dairy-
man or vendor he shall have the right of
appeal to the Minister and then the Minister
shall have the right to restore that license,
and that the Minister will even have the
power to decide finally what compensation
the delicensed vendor or dairyman may
obtain from the ecompensation fund. To-
wards the end of the Bill one finds that
the board can prepare any scheme it likes
for doing anything fo improve the produe-
tion, supply and distribotion of milk, pro-
vided the Minister agrees to it. If he does
not agree the board cannot go on with the
scheme. Surely there ean be only two ex-
planations of that. One is that the Minis-
ter wants power and political control over
milk. The other is that he is firmly con-
vinced that the board which he contem-
plates will be incapable of carrying out
the tasks that this Bill will allot to it. I
do not think any other interpretation ecan
be placed on a Bill of this character, which
appoints a board and then takes from it
every vestige of power.

I would have thought the best way to
deal with the matter would be {o
appoint a board in which oné had ecom-
plete confidence and which therefore could
be left to carry out its task. I think the
public are entitled to see that the eontrol
of one of their principal sources of food
is not left purely in the hands of the
Minister to say yea or nay, but rather in
the hands of a board competent to carry
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out what Parliameni says should be done
under the Bill, One point that worries me
considerably as to the powers of this
board, or rather the absence of powers, is
that the board does not appear to have
any chance of controlling the dairies, the
conditions in the dairies or the conditions
under which milk is stored or kept. A lot
is said in the Bill as to whbat the board can
do, but the only penalty it can inflict is to
revoke a license,

Let me remind the House that it is not
many years since the Medical Board was
limited to the revoking of licenses, if we
may call them such, of medical practi-
tioners, as a penalty for misdeeds, with the
result that nothing was done, because the
board never desired to take that extreme
step, This beard has to rely entirely on
the Health Department carrying out its
function of looking after dairies and other
institutions connected with milk, while the
board itself is completely powerless to do
anything to improve existing conditions.
Although I do not know how to put it inte
the Bill, I would sooner see the board
given power to impose a fine or some lesser
penalty than that of revoking the license.

In this morning’s paper a correspondent,
whose name I forget, agreed with my
thoughts. He instanced that the British
Milk Act would allow the board to say to
a dairyman, “You have not done as you
were fold. We impose a fine of £5.7 1
believe the board should have power to
see that its instructions are carried out. In
the past that bas been one of the great-
est difficulties. 'Whether that power can
be placed in the Bill without inserting a
totally new clanse, I do not know. I have
many amendments on the notice paper, as
members will sce, but this is a matter about
which T have not been able to make up my
mind. I suggest to members that they give
the point constderation, because unless the
board has authority to say to the pro-
prietors of dairies, milk depots, millc bars,
and so on, “You must make alterations
to conform to our regulations,” it will
fail in earrying out the wishes of Parlia-
ment. I am certain that Parliament de-
sires better conditions for our milk and
a better class of milk than we are receiv-
ing at the moment. I propose to make
this board a competent one, I have sug-
gested that the Commissioner of Publie
Health apnd the Superintendent of Dairy-

[COUNCIL.]

ing be appointed to the board as ex-officio
members. The officers holding those posts
conld attend each meeting or, if they
chose, the meetings only when matters af-
fecting the board and their own depari-
ments were on the agenda paper.

Hon. L. Craig: Would you give them a
vote?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes, otherwise
they would be in the position of being told,
“We know your wishes, but do not desire
to earry them out.” If the strength of the
board were inereased fo seven by the ad-
dition of the Commissioner of Public
Health and the Superintendent of Dairying
—and I am suggesting one other technical
officor—there would still not be a majority
of technical officers on the board, There
would still be the chairman, the two pro-
ducer representatives and one consumer re-
presentative, none of whom would ba g
technieal officer. The board as proposed in
the Bill will be a nominated one, because
the rcprosentatives will be nothing but
politieal appointees, and the chairman will
he a Government-appointed official, which
would make the representation of the Gov-
ernment three as against two. I have en-
deavoured to take away from the Minister
the power of veto and to make the board
more representative and strengthened by
technical officers. Government control wonld
be eliminated.

Hon. C. B. Williams: And yet you would
expect the Government to take full
responsibility,

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: The Government
would still have eonsiderable responsibility,
because the Commissioner of Public Health
and the Superintendent of Dairying are
public servants, and the chairman will be
the nominee of the Government, while one
of the consumers’ representatives will also
be a Government appointee, If the Gov-
ernment indicated its views to the Com-
missioner of Public Health, the Superin-
tendent of Dairying and the chairman of
the board, the board could earry into ef-
fect the Government’s wishes without hav-
ing to run like schoolboys cap-in-hand to
the Minister on every matter requiring n
Aenision. What type of man would accept
a position on a board such as is proposed?
T certainly would not accept any post on a
board on which, after having sat a consider-
able length of time and come to a de-
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cision as a board, the whole of the de-
cisions had to be submitted to the Minis-
ter to see whether he agreed with them.
I cannot envisage anyone with real initia-
tive undertaking the task of being a mem-
ber of such a board. Members will realise
that under this Bill the board wili not be
able to appoint its staff unless the Minis-
ter approves; it eannot even bank its money
unless the Minister approves of the bank.
Why not name the bank?

I have therefore suggested many amend-
ments designed to make the hoard ecompe-
tent. I have gone a little further. Under
the Bill it is proposed that the Minister
shall be able to hand back a revoked license.
While it may be a little more clumsy to
appeal to A magistrate and while the magis-
trate may not always give the desired ver-
dict, we cannot close our eyes to the fact
that he is 28 man trained to weigh evidence,
and what to me is the cardinal point is
that ‘the dairyman or wvendor who has
sinned against the public heaith would have
to go before the public again and state
his ease in order to regain a license. 1
do not consider that a man who has of-
fended against the public health should
have the right to go to the Minister be-
hind closed doors for his license or for
his compensation. He has offended against
the public health, and he should have to
go before the publiec again if he is to be per-
mitted to deal in food once more. The
public has a right to expect that the hoard
shall be competent. The public has a right
to expect that the beard shall be fully cap-
able of carrying out its task.

The Chief Seeretary: What makes you
suggest that the proposed board would not
be competent and capable?

Houn, J. G. HISLOP: T will deal with
those aspects, The public has a right to
expect that the milk supply will be super-
vised by a board to which it can look for
guidance. The public has a right to know
who is responsible for the conditions exist-
ing at present. Under the Bill, however,
the board might shield behind the Minister
or the Minister might shield behind the
board. Let the board meet its responsibili-
ties to the public and be eapable of doing
the job! I said that the board would not
be competent for the simple reason that
there would be no technical officers amongst
its members, Tt is not right to expeect that
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five laymen would be hygiene-conscious.
They cannot be. To become hygiene-con-
seious necessitates training both in tech-
nique and in science. The board should be
guided by those who are trained technie-
ally and by the Commissioner of Publie
Health because in the past there has been
a great gulf between the Milk Board and
the Public Health Department, and the
great gulf will continue unless the Health
Department is associated with the work,

In other States there are varying boards,
but so far ag one can ascertain, they always
have technical ofticers on them. Especially is
this so in Vietoria where they bave a Milk
Board and & Milk Supply Commiltee. Yet
it is proposed that we put the matter of the
milk supply entirely in the hands of lay
members. These lay members should be
guided by the advice tendered to them by
the depgyimental officers and trained men
sitting at their meetings as to what the
standard of dairies should be and what the
standard of milk as delivered to eonsumers
should be. There are other directions, too,
in which they should be guided in technique
and hygiene. I have no idea of attacking the
Milk Board as such. I am attacking the ays-
tem that allows these people to deal with
techniea] and professional matters without
being guided by such officers,

I do not believe that the Milk Board to-
day is hygiene-conscious. I do not believe
that the Bill would make them hygiene-
conscious. I do not think there can he any
real attempt under the measurc to provide
the public with clean, safe milk, This Bill
is ong that deals with the economic side of
milk rather than the health side. I would
emphasise this point that if the board were
hygiene-conscious, I do not think it would
have given effect to some of the things
it has already done. If members read
the inter-deparfmental committec’s re-
port they will find that the pasteurised
milk was examined for the Navy, Army
and Air Force and the Americans by
the phosphatase test. On page 24 of
the report, we find this test mentioned for
the milk supplied to the United States Navy
and the Australian Army authorities. Out
of 64 samples in one eategory, 31 were in-
efficiently pastenrised; out of 21 samples
eight were not efficiently pasteurised; out of
70 samples 17 were not efflciently pas-
teurised,
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Conscquently the bhoard was aware that
pasteurising was not being carried out effi-
ciently. Yet when I asked in the House how
many examinations of milk involving the
use of the phosphatase test had been carried
out during the past 12 months, I was told
“None.” I hope that question was not con-
fused by whoever gave the Minister the
reply by the fact that the Department of
Public Health was mentioned in the first
paragraph of the question, whereas the
second paragraph was intended as a con-
sidered question as to the number of in-
stances in which the phosphatase test had
heen used in the 12 months. Without any
idea of checking up on the Minister’s reply,
curiously enongh, a lelter came into my
hands only this morning. An organisation
with which I am connected is very interested
in food problems, and some months ago dis-
cussed with me the question of variong tests
for food, .

Allusion was made to the Milk Board, and
I was asked about the phosphatase test. In
a letter dated the 9th September from the
Seeretary of the Metropolitan Milk Board,
the following appears:—

The phosphatase test has been ueed recently
for pasteurised milk taken by this board for
examination in the laboratory at the Depart-
ment of Agriculture.

That statement would admit of certain inter-
pretations—that the Milk Board is still doing
it in an experimental way with the Depart-
ment of Agricunlture, that the statementi is
misleading, or that the question I asked in
the House was misinterpreted. I hope the
explanation is that the question' was mis-
interpreted, bni there is certainly a dis-
crepaney somewhere. The Milk Board has
earried out phosphatase tests, and knows
that the pasteurisation is not being
carried out effectively beeause, in answer
to a question by Sir Hal Colebatch,
the Minister stated that the apparatus
was satisfactory if efficiently used. Even
at this stage, 12 months after the con-
clusion of the war, some questions might
teasonably have been asked of those carry-
ing out pasteurisation to ensure that people
who were paying for a properly pasteurised
product were getting it,

Recently I asked whether Mr, Frank Pet-
ricevich had bheen re-licensed to sell milk and
was told that he had not, Then I asked, in
the event of his not having been re-licensed,
where he was selling the milk he was pro-

{COUNCIL.]

ducing and for what purpose it was being
used. The reply was that the board had been
unable to obtain evidence that this man was
selling milk. I could tell the board where
some of the milk is going. I know where
portien of it is being distributed, and if I
could ascertain that, the Milk Board which
has authority should not experience much
difficulty in finding out. It did not take me
long to learn the facts when once I had made
up my tnind to find out where some of the
milk was going. I suggest that the Milk
Board should find out. I believe that the
board is more cconomieally-minded than
hygiene-minded. I do not think it is possible
to make laymen thoronghly bygiene-minded.
I thercfore think there should be some trained
officers on the board.

It is a fact rather horrible to mention,
too, that a member of the board has been
fined for selling milk that was below
standard. I wonder if it is right that any-
one who has been convicted of selling milk
under standard should hold a post on the
hoard. Heaven knows our standard of butter
fat is low enough! That is a matter to which
I shall refer later, I believe it is true—and
I have quite an amount of information on
the matter—that a dairy in the metropoli-
tan area, which was the subject of a convie-
tion, has been re-licensed by the Milk Board.
Some members of this House have scen the
conditions at various metropolitan dairies,
and I do not think that those associated with
the produection or distribution of milk should
re-license those places.

The time has come when we have to face
the fact that the metropolitan area is not
the place in which to produce milk. If the
Milk Board had been hygiene-conscious it
would have thought carefully before re-
licensing any dairy in the metrapolitan area
that had become disused as such. The need
for technical staff to advise the Milk Board
is quite obvious when one realises the stand-
ards that have to be [aid down for the dairy
sheds, milking sheds, the storage of food in
relation to the dairy, the depots, the stand-
ard of milk and the testing of milk, the
hasis of the phosphatase test for pasteurised
milk, and whether the reductase test, or the
methylene blue test, as it is sometimes called,
should he used. I do not believe that the
board should be totally reliant upen search-
ing in other departments for its knowledge.
That knowledge should come to it much better
around the hoard table,
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I am firmly of the opinion that neither
the Minister who introdueed the Bill nor the
board believes that there is a real problem.
Yet those of us who are trained in hygiene
and public health are eoncerned because
there is a problem. In the newspaper this
morning the Commissioner of Public Health
headed an avtiele stating that the position
is dangerous, so it is time one began to take
some steps. The inter-departmental com-
mittee states in its report that it did not like
many of the dairies it had visited, and that
many of them were not up to standard. That
committec stated in one paragraph that it
visited quite a number of dairies, about 130
I think, and it went on to say—

On only 17 of the dairies visited could it
be considered that the milk was strained
properly. Twenty-six farmers were using
gauze and/or cloth strainers; many of the
latter were quite unfit for the purpose. They
cannot be cleansed and sterilised satisfae-

torily, and quickly reach a condition in which
they do more damage than good.

It further stated that only seven dairies
were equipped with steam boilers, yet the
depots state that they cannof be responsible
for the sterilising of the cans that go back,
Then the committee dealt with the diffieulty
of water supply for these dairies, and said
that even in the irrigation areas they elassed
10 of the 20 dairies as heing bad to fair, or
very bad. Those members who bave seen
the dairies in the metropolitan area will not
be surprised to know that the inter-depart-
mental committee stated that of the 14
visited in the metropolitan area, seven were
bad to fair, three were very bad, two were
good and two were fair to good.

Therefore it seems that a real problem
exists, and it is further excmplified when
we realise that the baecteriological reports
laid on the Table of the House show that
roughly 50 per cent. of the samples tested
had been contaminated with manure at some
stage or another. In other words, the bacil-
lus coli was present. ‘One has to remember
that the colon bacillus and the typhoid baeil-
lus are in the same group, They are the
dangerous organisms in milk and ean cause
epidemics. Fortunately we have not had
many cases of typhoid here, but there
is” a possibility of an _epidemiec when
we realise that in 1941, in the three metro-
politan hospitals there were seven cases of
typhoid; in 1942 there were nine cases; in
1943 the figure had jumped to 26; in 1944 it
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fell to seven and in 1945 it had risen to 14.
Fortunately those are smal] figures compared
with what oceurred in the years gone by, but
the danger always exists.

It is known by most of us that the Ameri-
cans looked for an epidemie of typhoid in
the Fremantle distrief in 1945 when the
number of cases jumped to 14. The Ameri-
cans had been inspeeting the dairies. It was
last year when Dr. Baker reported on the
condition of the Fremantle dairies and it
was suggested that the report was exagger-
ated. But if we read the inter-departmental
committee’s report on water supplies of the
dairies we find that almost every word that
he said is borme out. It will take a long
time and large sums of money to clean up the
dairies, and a much longer time than it would
take to make the milk safe by pasteurisa-
tion. I agree that pasteurisation is not the
total answer, but it is the total answer at
first.

Let us introduce compulsory pasteurisa-
tion, and when we have our dairies in such
a condition that we can safely liberate cer-
fain of them from control, we can say to
the publie, ‘‘If you prefer raw milk you
ean have it from those places beeause it
is safe.”” But in the interests of public
health I cannot see that at present we can
say that the public ecan have milk from any-
where, espeeially when we remember that
the Commissioner of Public Health re-
ported in the Press this morning that one
sample showed 32 million bacteria per
eubic centimetre. There could not be much
milk left in it.

Hon. JT. A, Dimmitt: What is safe9

Hon. J. ¢t HISLOP: I ean answer that
later. It is desirable to get down to 30,000,
I made it my business in recent weeks to go
to Melbourne to aseertain the position there,
for two reasons. Firstly, I wanted to see
what was actually done in that city and,
secondly, [ wanted to sre why such an
smount of propaganda had been made of
the faet that Viectoria had not yet imple-
mented its compulsory pasteurisation Aet.
In Vietoria I met men who were idealists
in the handling of milk. They were also
realistic becanse they had husinesses which
paid reasonable dividends. They were pay-
ing those dividends because the milk supplied
was quality milk, I saw at least four depots,
each handling abont 5,000 gallons a day.
Those four eould supply our wants. They
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were bottling, pastewrising and sealing the
hottles and, strangely enough, they were
selling the milk at less than we pay keve
for milk that is inefficiently pasteurised and
bottled.

That milk contained, on an average,
6,000 to 8,000 bhacteria per cubic centi-
metre. Their aim was always to have less
than 30,000, and they said they would be
ashamed if the figure got near to 30,000,
Those men were so idezlistie in thejr reali-
stic business that they employed bacteriolo-
gists in their depots, and they tested the
bottles after eoming from the washing ma-
chines. They tested their drums, of which
they still use a few, before sending them

" out again, and they examined the milk
every day to sec that it kept to the re-
quired standard, and they looked to have on
their files the reports of the departmental
examinations stating that they had negative
phosphatase tests after pastenrisation, and
they never showed any bacillus coli in their
milk, That is a realistic way of selling
milk. When I showed some of these men
the statements that had been appearing in
our Press by the agents of the distributors
and retailers in this State, they said it was
lamentable that these men should allow
such statements of Vietoriam, early Vie-
torian, or even (corgian views to appear
in the Press.

1 asked what was the standard of their
milk and they showed me the figures. They
averaged, roughly, about 4.5 to 4.7 per cent.
butterfas. They said they refused to sell
milk of 3.5 per cent. standard. I said,
““How Ao you do that?’’ The Victorian
standard is 3.5 per cent. and I understand
the Milk Board allows the depots to make
a 4 per cent. contract with the producer,
and the producer always takes care to see
that it is above 4 per cent. in order to
ensure that the depot will continue to take
his milk. The result is that milk of & very
high quality is distributed by firms in Mel-
bourne.

Here we have not only unclean milk but
milk of a low standard. T called on the
Commissioner of Public Health some time
ago and asked him if he would show me the
figures of the butterfat content of onr milk.
1 was amazed at the number under 4 per
eent. T would say that 50 per cent. of the
sxaminations of milk showed less than 4
per cent. We have here the same method

[COUNCIL.

that is adopted in England and it is prc
ducing the same results. England has th
standard of 3 per cent. butterfat and our
is 3.2 per cent, but with no safeguards
Tt is extraordinary how the cows produc
milk to the minimum standard. We fin
now that we are beginning to pay highe
prices for the animals that produce quantit;
and not gquality.

Something should be included in the Bil
to raise the standard of the product sol
to the public. There are men in the tradi
who would not attempt to produce or sel
milk of a low butterfat standard, but ther
are others who are governed by the quot:
or gallonage system and who atfempt ic
produce milk of an inferior butterfat stan.
dard. We should get back to the stage of
regarding milk as the nation’s food. The
people in Melbourne were generous enough
to show me the whele problem—and the
Department of Agriculture was very good
to me—and even those in the trade kept
nothing at all from me but showed me their
books or other doecuments I wished to per-
use. I toyed with the idea of suggesting an
cconomie inquiry into the price of milk, and
they told me that such economie cost inquiries
had proved a failure. The only way by which
we could bring ahout good results would be
for the board itself to conduet a continuons
survey oOf costs and to adjust them over a
period of three years.

I mention that for the reason that I have
been searching for the cause of the opposi-
tion to compulsory pasteurisation, especially
in view of what has always been quoted to
us regarding the defective condition of the
milk supply. T eannot believe that the half-
truths that have been published in the Press
represent the real reason, and I cannot tor
the life of me believe that the views the
Minister put forward when he introduced the
Bill are the reasons for Press opposition fo
compulsery pastenrisation. I am wondering
if it is all a question of cost. It is interest-
ing to realise that in Melbourne to pasteur-
ise, bottle and distribute ecosts exactly the
same amount as is paid here for simply
cooling and distribution. In Melbourne,
15d. is allowed for pasteurising, bottling
and distribution, and 15d. is sallowed here
for the simple trestment and distribution.

Hon. L. Craig: Ts that 15d. per galion?

Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Yes, for rooling,
handling and distribution. As against that,
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in Melbourne 15d. will pasteurise milk,
bottle, seal and distribute it. Possibly there
may be some difference owing to the altered
conditions in the State, but surely it does not
pmount to all that mueh, I am wondering
if objeetion to compulsory pasieurisation
arises from the fact that some people who
are paid well now think that the amount in-
volved in the cost of pastenrisation will
have to come out of their own pockets. It
js interesting to realise that the retailer in
Melbourne has agreed, even at that price, to
commit hinself to pasteurisation and to bear
the burden of the added cost.

Let me now deal with the question of
pt steurisation, There has been an awinl
lot of publicity and an awful lot of, if 1
may use the word, “hooey” published about
the subject. A lot of it nas been serious
but mnch has been half-trath. I think that
when we get to the stage of publishing such
statements throughout the community as
reached us here last week—for instance, the
assertion that pasteurisation will lead to
sterility in adults—we have got so low that
it is time we did something about it. We
are certainly not so stupid as to believe that
sort of thing. Xt is evident that someone
was being burt when I asked for compulsory
pasteunrisation.

I hold in my hand a report whieh I sin-
cerely trust has been read by the Minister
and by those who are publishing their op-
position to pasteurisation in the Press. It is
the report, with recommendations on the pas-
teurisation and bottling of the Melbonrne
metropolitan milk supply, published with
the compliments of the Milk Distributors’
Association. When Vietoria passed its Pas-
teurication Bill, the milk distributors there
realised they had a responsibility to the
public. They did not like the legislation.
They did not like the two large depots that
were envisaged under the Aect, and which
were provided for on account of reasons that
I shall touch upon in a few moments. It
is certainly interesting to read from the
president of the Retail Milk Distributors
Association this statement—

Tt is intended to give these reports the
widest possible circulation.

Eardicr in the foreword he said—

The Association, therefore, decided to re-
tain Mr. Edward Booth, a dairy teechnologist
and executive with wide experience in many
eountries of the organisation and operation
of the milk industry in all its aspeets . . ..
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When Mr. Booth was retained to prepare a
report on the Melbourne milk supply, he was
ingtructed to ascertain the facts, and from
those facts show the industry the logical
steps to be taken to implement the policy of
Parlinment. In no way was Mr, Booth re-
quired to work to a brief. Had he recom-
mended two pasteurisation depots for the
whole of Melbourne, and given the facts on
which such a caze had been based, the asso-
ciation would have been prepared to accept
such a schamo. His report and recommenda-
tions have just been completed.

Onc of Mr. Booth’s early statements in his
report is this—

I soon found that the present organisation,
which has grown over the years, in most in-
atances furnished two of these essentials, that
is, a high quality of milk at low coest. The
only remaining factor t¢ be taken enre of
is the safety of the milk. It is agreed that
this can oaly be achieved by a system which
ensured that all milk is heat-treated to at
least the standards accepted for pasteurisa-
tion.

Mr. Booth proceeds with his most compre-
hensive and lengthy report and concludes
with this statement—

Action mow is possible, and nothing less
than action now will meet the urgent need for
o ‘‘safe’’ milk, Immediate action, however,
requires the use—not the scrapping—of exist-
ing facilities. Any other method must re-
sult in a long period of delay.

Here is a man whom the distributors asked
to go into the question with a view to ad-
vising them in the matter. In the course
of his report, Mr. Booth quoted Sir Wil-
linm Savage who, he says, presents a very
practical point of view in the following re-
marks :—

Milk may be contaminated at all stages
from the cow to the consumer. TUndoubtedly,
however, any contamination from the cow
and during the milking and collection phases,
ie, at the place of production, is far more
important in relation to disease causation
than any liability to subsequent contamina-
tion. If we can ensure that the milk is
effectively pasteurised, we have removed the
main rigk. Contamination subsequent to pas-
teurisation is usually with baeilli which are
not pathogenic, and while it is important to
prevent this eontamination, its public health
signifieance is comparatively slight.

This very important assessment of com-
parative risks is quite frequently unappre-
cinted.

Another small paragraph from his report

reads—

There is no case in 1944 for further delay.
The sooner all milk is heat-treated to the
atandards laid down, the sooner will the dniry
industry be able to stand behind the nutri-
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tion experts who have advocated the con-
sumption of milk on a far greater scale than
in the past.

I have read these extracts from the report
with pleasure for the reason that the
Minister, when moving the second reading of
the Bill in the House, rather inferred that
this was something that the medical pro-
fession desired, and that with their limited
knowledge of micro-biology that was the
-only conclusion they conld come to. Here
is & report from a man who is not only a
dairy technologist but a man of experience
whom the milk distributors of Victoria asked
to make inquiries on their behalf. They also
at the same time requested Mr. T. 8. Bellair,
who is a Bachelor of Agricultura] Science,
to look at the problem from a slightly dif-
ferent angle and it is interesting to note that
in opening his report Mr. Bellair states—

In approaching the question of the pasteuri-
sation of Melbourne’s milk snpply, there is
no need to diseuss the merits of padteurisation
for the Legislature wisely deureeaJ by the Act
No. 4972 ““‘that all milk gold in Melbourne
and Metropolis shall be pasteurised and bot-
tled.’’ Thus the issue is ‘‘How can this best
be done'’ 8o that Melbourne will have a pure,
safe milk supply at a reasonable price,

Pirst let us analyse what factors make an
ideal, pure, safe milk supply. These are:—

(2) A raw milk with a low bacterial con-
tent, produced under hygienic con-
ditions from healthy cows.

(b} Efficient and prompt handling be-
tween farm and pasteurising plant.

(¢) Effeetive pasteurisation and subse-
quent cocling uvnder hygienic con-
ditions.

(d) Immediate bottling into clean, ateri-
lised bottles provided with an over-
all ecap.

{c) 8torage between bottling and de-
livery under satisfactory conditions
at a low temperature.

This gentleman was also asked to go into
the question—this will be particularly inter-
esting to some country members—of pas-
teurisation to ascertain whether it could be
done satisfactorily in a small way as it conld
in a big way. His answer to that was—

To sum up my answer to Question 2, I
hava no hesitation in advising that pasteuri-
sation can be thoroughly and efficiently
carried out in smaller plants, as has been
already demonstrated by many of the exist-
ing plants, despite the most difficult and dis-
couraging conditions under which they have
been operating.

Hon. A. L. Loton: What would be the
output of one of those small plants?

[COUNCIL.]

Hen. J. G. HISLOP: About 250 gallon
a day.

Hon. A. L. Loton: At what cost?

Hon, J. G, HISLOP: That information i
not included in the report, but that could b
gone into at a later date because methods o
pasteurisation differ. Mr. Bellzir also mad
this statement—

There ¢an be no disputing that an approve
bottle washing machine could be operate
just as efficiently in a small plant as in
plant dealing with 40,000 gallons a day.

I make mention of that phase because |
know many country centres desire to under
take this work and some have approache(
the Ministor with a request for power i«
pasteurise their own milk supplies in theh
respective areas, I think that inquirie:
should be made at a very early date as t«
whether that is possible, although I have nol
included that in my suggestions. I believe
it is possible for the reason that there are
various {ypes of methods for pasteurisation
There is the Holder type which bheats the
milk from a low temperature over a long
period. There is another system which heat:
the milk in a very short period to 160 de-
grees and then rapidly cools it. In that in-
stance the machinery takes up a very small
space. The most convenient type of plani
is the A.P.V. machine, which letters stand
for the name of the firm turning them out—
the Aluminium Plant and Vessel Coy,,
Limited.

Hon. F. E. Gibson:
method ?

Hon. J. G, HISLOP: Yes. There is a
third methed which has only just ecome into
vogue and which is being regarded as the
most efficient of them all. There is a firm
making the machinery at the present
moment. That method of pasteurising actual-
ly bottles the milk and then pasteurises it.
Speaking te Dr. Sutton some time ago, he
was good enough to show me the method by
which vinegar is bottled and then put into
a pastenriser, held for a time at a satis-
factory temperature, and ecfficiently pas-
teurised. A small plant of that type could
be quite easily set up. It is possible that,
although this machine would cost more
in big quantity work, it would cost less in a
smaller type of operation. The machine is
made by the Auto Dairying Engineers, of
Thame, England.

Is that the flash
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Thus, although the methods of pasteurisa-
tion vary, the result is the same. It bas been
snggested that pasteurisation would destroy
the milk. I might say this in reply to my
newspaper correspondent who has been so
energetic in Teplying to anything I have said
in favour of pasteurisation. It is his state-
ment that it destroyed the nutritive qualities
of milk that is regarded by Victorian experts
a5 early Victorian or Georgian. The report
states—

Enrly research suggested that the methods
of heat treatment vsed in the earlier yeara
did cause changes in the food values of the
heat-treated milk, and the comments of theso
earlier writers have been quoted over the
years as 2 case against pasteurisation of
milk. What is rejected by the defenders of
raw milk is the faet that the process examined
years ago bears but the slightest resemblance
to the eorreet methods of pasteurisation as
practised today under Department of Health
control in most countries of the world,

It is today possible to examine milk and’

say whether it has been efficiently pasteor-
ised. The phosphatase test has revolution-
ised the control of pasteurisation. Previously,
plants had to be inspected by highly trained
technieal officers, but today the phosphatase
test, done by approved laboratory attend-
ants, can cateh the offender. I admit that
even since this report was issued there have
been successful attempts to alter milk so0
that the phosphatase test could be mislead-
ing; but, provided the plant has an auto-
matic recording thermometer—which under
our food regulations is now necessary lut
has still not been enforced—the phosphatase
test cannot be beaten. A negative phos-
phatase test with a proper temperature re-
cording means efficient pasteurisation; a
positive test means ineflicient pasteurisation.

T have very little more to add, except to
tell the House that whilst it has heen saic
Victorin found it impossible to introduce
compulsery pasteurisation, this is not the
whole truth. The real troth is that when
the typhoid epidemic scared the Melbourne
publie, they realised something had to be
done to proteet them against further pos-
sible outhreaks. A rise in cases of abont
four times the number in one year, althongh
small, so stirred Melbourne that the Govern-
menb decided something had to be done to
profect the publie, and it was decided to in-
troduce a Bill for ecompulsory pastenrisation.
This is what put me off proposing what I
suggested last yenr, namely, a joint com-
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mittee of both Houses to inguire into this
subject.  The Vietorian Government ap-
pointed a committee which was even inore
technically minded than a Select Committee
of either House would be. That committes
found it had to spend so much time in mak-
ing itself acquainted with the intricacies of
the milk problem that it was about 18
months before it presented a report; and
it. was necessary, in view of the public con-
troversy, to bring a Bill before the House.

From general comment among these in
the milk trade in Melbourne and also by
those nssociated with polities in Vietoria, I
learnt, or possibly reached a conclusion, that
no Government in Victoria would dare today
to oppose compulsory pasteurisation. Thae
matter has been put off because of the difii-
culty in obtaining machinery, but the Gov-
ernment is receiving ndvices from time to
time that if it will only give up the idea
of municipal control of pasteurising plant
and leave the work to private cnterprise,
under striet control, compulsory pasteurisa-
tion could be rapidly achioved. The com-
mittee’s adviee in its report to the Govern-
ment is as follows:—

The Government shouid be ssked to at once
gazette regulations for the pasteurisation of

ﬂ)ii}s‘, to take effect from the 1st January,

Do not forget this is from the distributors’
angle,

Such regulationa to definre the licensing
autherity, and to permit of the issme of
temporary permits to supply unpasteurised
milk to dairymen at present not equipped for
the pasteurisation of milk. The conditions

guder which a permit would be granted should
o—

{(a) Where a dpiryman has taken the
necessary steps to obtain plant and
equipment for pasteurisation of
milk;

{b) where a dairyman has made arrange-
menta for the supply of milk from
a dairy for which plant and maeh-
inery has been ordered;

(¢} where a dairyman has joined in co-
operative associntion with other
dairymen to establish and operate
a %lant for the pasteurisation of
milk,

The Government should be asked to at onece
gazette regulations requiring that all milk
shall be bottled, without any exceptions what-
ever. Such regulations to permit of the issue
of temporary permits to dairymen who can
prove that they have ordered the necessary
bottles and ancillary equipment which have
not yet been delivered.
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It other words, if the trade can satisfy the
Loard, or {le Minister, that it has made
honest amd genuine attempts fo ablamn the
equipment with which to pasteurise milk, 1t
will be permitted to supply unpasteurised
milk until such time as the plant arrives.
From my investigations in Melbourne I have
o doubt that something of this sort will
be done, because permits ave being granied
to men now to obtain the material necessary
to carry out pasteurisation.

My final word on the matter is that we
bave a glorious opportunity. We have nonc
of the problems, which are facing Melbourny
at the moment, involved in supplying milk
to 1,000,000 people. We bave one-fifth of
Melbourne's problein, We have such a smull
quantity of milk to be used in the metro-
politan area each day that the introduction
of plant could be well left to private enter-
prise. I do not think the Government neeil
be worried for one mement about having to
find money for pasteurisation. There is one
man whose plant has been ordered. Another
man is waiting lo see whether eompulsory
pastcurisation is vegarded by the Covern-
ment as being ersential before he orders the
plant. There are other men who have stated
they are prepared to spend lhe nccessary
money to secure plant to cnable them to
pastearise efficiently, bottle and seal to any
regulations laid down by the board. I do
not believe that we are presented with any
real problem. 1 believe that if this llouse
has the courage, as I trust it has, to aceept
the amendments whieh I have placed on the
notiea paper, in which I give the {rade three
years, approxmiately, from this date, within
which to obtain the necessary machinery, it
will be found that those in the trade will
have arranged befween themselves for the
ecompulsory pasteurisation and bottling _of
Perth’s milk supply. Then we shall have
safe sound milk. I shall have no hesitation
whatever in submitting my amendments to
the House.

l‘.l

THON. E. H. H HALL (Central) [8.40]:
After listening to Dr. Hislop, I am con-
vineed that the advice which he has tendered
to the House is sound. He is a professional
man and has sct about his task in a.practi-
cal manner. He has convinced me, at least,
that the Government would be well advised
to accept his suggestions, I have much
pleasure in saying that I think the House

[COUNCIL.]

owes a debt of gratitude to Dr. Hislop for
having given it the result of hiz close inves-
tigations into this matter. It is up to the
House to follow his advice, I intend to
support his amendments.

On motion by Ilon, I, E. Gibson, debate
adjourned.

BILL—LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL
REFERENDUM.

Second Reading.
Debate resnmed from the 11th September.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [8.43]:
1t would appear that a small geetion of the
community is again advocating and using
every possible means to bring ahout the abo-
lition of the Legislative Couneil. This is not
u new move, as the abolition of this Cham-
ber has been a plank in the Labour Party's
platform for many years. We are now told
however, that it is the people who are de-
manding ihat the activities of this House
shall cease. I consider that the last Legis-
lative Council cleefions demonstrated that
the people were satisfied with their present
parliamentary system, because Labour can-
didates pledged to the abolition of this House
were not suceessful,

Perhaps onc of the greatest advocates for
this legislation is the president of the Trades
Hall, whe spoke a few nights ago in an-
other place. He indulged in very undignified
criticism of members of this Chamber, includ-
ing some of his own colleagues. If ever I
should require your support, Mr. President, I
would not make the approach by telling you
that you were not fit for your job, How-
cver, the same speaker said that the Gov-
ernment had tried to water down conten-
tious legislation with a view to securing g
chance of gelting it through this Chamber.
In my opinion, the industrial laws of West-
ern Australia ave equal to those of any
other State, and all our industrial laws have
been passed by this Chamber. I would refer
to one of the recent contentious Bills agreed
to by this House, that dealing with the pro-
vision of pensions for the Collie minears.
That measure provides for pensions to ha
paid to those miners on their aftaining the
age of 60 years. I think that a very generous
act on our port, because the legislation was
sectional and of a character enjoyed hy mo
other workers of the State. I wonld like to
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ask to what extent the Government watered
down that legislation.

Furthermore, it would be very interest-
ing to know what legislation the Govern.
ment would be asked to agree to and pess
if this House did not exist. An effort is
being made to justify the single Chamber
in Queensland, A referendum was taken
on u similar question in that State, and
although there was a majority against the

proposal, the Government took other sieps.

to hring about its desire and eventually
nbolished the second Chamber. If that is
not betraying trust or the electors, thoss
words have po meaning! It appears to me
there is a greater need for this House at
the present time than ever before, The
talk about obstructing progressive legisla-
tion is pure exaggeration. Of course, we
have a right to amend Bills; otherwise this
House would become a mere rubber stamp.

One would expeet that before bringing
down legislation of this kind the Govern-
ment would have remedied the defeets in
the Legislative Assembly by introducing a
Bill for a redistribution of seats. It has
been shown on many oceasions that the
people are not properly represented in the
Legislative Assemblv because of the exist-
ing electoral boundaries, and one would ex-
pect those responsible for this measure to
ser to it that their own house was put in
order before finding fault with this Cham-
ber. There has been a pood deal of erifi-
cism about the power of this House to deal
with money Bills, During my term of
office there has never been any disagree-
ment of a serious nature. On every occa-
sion when there has been a meeting of man-
agers on contentious legislation, some reas-
onable arrangement has been arrived at.

It appears to me that this is s definite
move on the part of a small section of the
people—not necessarily the Government or
even Labour members of this Parliament,
but people outside—who are more or less
foreing the issue. It seems a very con-
venient time, when elections are approach-
ing, for this kind of propaganda to be put
up. Considering the whole of the cireum-
stances, I am inclined to the view that there
is anly one thing for me to do and that is
to oppose the second reading.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [8.48]:
It is not my intention to accuse the Gov-
ernment of window dressing or to pass
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what might be construed as nasty remarks
about the re-introduction of this Bill after
the fate it received last session. I take it
that the (overnment has a perfect right
to introduce into Parliament Bills which
represent the views of the people who are
responsible for electing it. That is, to my
way of thinking, only what we might
reasonably expect, If a party is to bhe
true to its platform, it will endeavour to
give effect to the planks of that platform.
Therefore, to indulge in lamentations or
accusations against the Government for in-
troducing measures which it is pledged to
present is so much waste of time; but
members who are not pledged to the politi-
eal prineiples of whatever Government is
in power, have a hounden duty to vote in
aceordance with the principles to which they
are attached.

I am not going to take up the time of
the House in accusing the Government of
endeavouring to commit some diaholieal
act, or of attempting to do something from
which the State will never recover, and that
kind of thing. I am going to say, though,
that if the Government is really sincere in
this matter—and T do not mean to imply
that it is not—and if it wantg this State
to follow the example of Queensland and
desires to set about abolishing the Legisla-
tive Council here, there is only omne right
end proper way to do it or to attempt to
do it. I intend to test the sincerity of
the Government by moving an amendment,
when this Bill gets into Committee—if il
does get there. It will certainly pass the
second reading if it depends on my vate.

When it is in Committee, I intend to
move the alteration of one word. I pro-
pose to move the deletion from the definition
of “elector” in Clause 2 of the word “As-
sembly” and the insertion of the word
“Council.” If the Government is reelly sin-
eere about the abolition of the Legislative
Couneil, it will agree to my amendment.

Hon, L. Craig: What doea your amend-
ment mean?

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The hon. member
can find out for himself, When the time
comes, if he has not found out, I will take
great pains to enlighten him.

Hon. L. Craig: Thank you, Mr. Hall!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It is my firm
opinion, that if the referendum goes to
the country with that amendment, it will
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be passed. There is an invitation to the
Government, if it is really sincere 1n its
attempt and desire to abolish this Cham-
ber! There is an opportunity I do not
think any reasonably-minded person could
cavil at! Let the Government accept my
amendment and test ones and for all
whether the people who are privileged to
vote for members of this House really desire
to maintain it or not. I shall support the
second reading.

HON. G B. WGOD (East) [8.53]: My
remarks will be of the briefest. I do not
want to give a silent vote on what is a rather
important Bill, and I desire to give a few
reasens why T shall vote against the second
reading. I helieve, in the first place, that
the Government expeets this Bill to De
thrown ont by the Legislative Couneil. In
fact, the spokesman for the Trades Hall in
ancther place snid that it would be thrown
out. e said that this House cares not one
snap of the fingers for the opinion of the
people. He also made some very dispavag-
ing remarks about the members of this
House. The dehate seemed to afford him an
opportanity to refer to this place as an
Old Men's Home. I heard him say that.

The Chief Seerctary: He has a very high
opinion of us,

Hen, G. B. WOOD: A very high opinion!
Whatever his opinion of the House ny a
whole may be, I take strong exception to his
passing reflections on the age of members.
That does not refer to me, of course, but it
refers to somec of our respected members.
There is no disgruce in being old, and I want
to rceord my very strong protest at what
that gentleman said.

The PRESIDENT: Order! I want to
draw the attention of members to a Stand-
ing Order that is more honpured in the
brench than in the observance. It is not the
first time thai apother place has maligned
hon. membery of this House. However, we
ean bear that. Standing Order 392 says—-

No member shall allude to any debate of
the carrent session in the Assembly, or to
any measnre impending therein.

I let Mr. Tuckey sail close to the wind, but
I want to draw the attention of hon. mem-
bers to that Standing Order.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am sorry I trans-
gressed.

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: That is all right!

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I thought that it
wus mercly that we were not allowed to
quote from “Hansard.”

Hon. G. W. Miles: It was quoted in the
Press,

The PRESIDEN'T: This House always

extends to another place generosity which
is not reciprocated.

Hoen, G. B. WOOD: Generosity was ex.
tended to members in another place when
they abused this Honse, and I take strong
¢xeeption to that. The Homorary Minister
n introducing this Bill spoke of the wn-
popuiarity of this House. Where is this un-
popularity? I move about the country and
have not heard disparaging remarks about
this Chamber. I contacted a lot of people
recently and do not remember anybody hav-
ing brought up the gquestion of the abolition
of the Legislative Council or the extension
of the franchise. One would expect from
the remarks of the Honorary Minister that
everybody was dying to get on the roll and
to be entitled to vote. MMy experience is that
it is the devil’s own jJob to get them to go
along and vote when ihey are on the roll.
One has to have a ear and take them to the
polling place and use all sorts of persna-
sion. We are told how many people vote
for another place and how few for this, but
we are not informed that in the one instance
voting is compulsory and in the other it is
not. I cannot understand the Government
falling for this sort of thing. I agree with
Mr. E. H. H. Hall that it has a right to
introduce Bills, but why not get on with
something more important? The Govern-
ment knows perfectly well that the Bill will
go out. At least the Government thinks it
will

Hon, @. Fraser: You are fortune-telling
now,

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I said the Government
thinks the Bill will be thrown out. Whether
it will reach the Committee stage, as desired
by Mr. E. H. H, Hall, I do not know. We
have heard a lot about Queensland. We are
not told about other places like America,
Norway, and even other States of Austra-
lia which have two houses. It is my infen-
tion to vote against the second reading.

On motion by Hon. G. Fraser, debate ad-
journed,
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BILL—STATE GOVERNMENT INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 11th Septem-
ber.

HON. A. L. LOTON (South-East)
[858]: I am not going to support the
second reading of this Bill, because I do not
favour the Government setting up machinery
to begin further trading concerns. We
have private cnterprise doing a very good
job and I fail to see how if the State of-
fice is ‘given authority to undertake all
sections of insurance it will do any better
job. The position may oeeur in which a
monopoly is created by the State office cut-
ting premiums to such an extent that private
enterprise is put out of business. Pre-
minms will then have to be increased, and
the people who one hon. member said wonld
derive most benefit from this measure will
have to bhe taxed further to balance the
ledger,

Mention was made of the Publie
Trustee's Office. I am not greatly con-
corned whether that offiee shows a small
loss or not. It is doing a section of busi-
ness that private enterprise could not
undertake. Many of the estates that are
administered are those of persons who have
died in unfortunate ecireumstaneces or who
are detained in institutions and are not
nble to administer their own affairs. Dur-
ing the war, many young men unfortunately
did not return to YWestern Australia, and
they left their estates somewhat tangled.
It has fallen to the Public Trustee to ad-
minister those estates, Private enterprise
is doing o good job in the sphere of in-
suranee and I fail o see why the State
should enter that field. I will not support
the second reading.

On motion by Hon. J. G. Hislop, debate
adjourned.

BILL—BUSINESS NAMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [9.2] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is a
small Bill which seeks to delete from the
Business Names Act the word ‘‘co-opera-
tive.’” The reason why this Bill was

869

brought down in another place was that
three concerns at Balkuling, Dangin and
Quairading desired to set up a group of
serviee stations, one at each town, and a
large engineering works at Quairading.
They wanted to eall this enterprise the
B.D.Q. Co-operutive Engineering Works,
but when they went to have the name re-
gistered they found they were up against
the provisions of the Act, which preclude
anyone from using the word *co-operative”
in that way. It was natural that they
wished fo use that word, in the circum-
stances, because the chain of works con-
eerned were owned by three co-operative
comphiies.

It seems extraordinary that the word ‘‘co-
operative’’ should ever have been ineluded
in the Business Names Act. These people
are setting out to give good serviee to the
farmers in the districts concerned. We all
know that most of the motor vehicles on
the roads today are very old and require
a tremendous lot of repairs to be car-
ried out from time to time. It is almost
impossible to get this work done today,
either in the city or elsewhere. The diree-
tors of these co-operative works said they
would set up their own engineering estab-
lishment to provide for the needs of the
general publie as well as those of their
own members. I believe that no preference
will be given to members of the co-opera-
tive coneerns, and that the general publie
will be treated on an equal footing. If the
word ‘‘co-operative’’ is removed from the
Business Names Act it will be possible for
these people to use that term in their busi-
ness name. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. H. Tuckey, debate
adjourned.

BILL—MUNICIPAL CORPORATIONS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [9.5] in mov-
ing the second reading said: This is ancther
very small Bill, which seeks to give power
to municipal authorities to make bricks and
crush stone, hoth for their own use and for
sale to other municipal authorities or statu-
tory bodies or, with the consent of the
Minister, to individuals and private firms, I
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think it is desirable, because 2 municipal
anthority, in order to make bricks or crush
stone, is faced with the necessity of in-
stalling a considerable amount of meachinery.
After it has fulfilled its own requirements it
should be allowed to sell any surplus. At
the present time I think they shomld be
allowed to make bricks. We all know of the
shortage of building materials, and I know
of at least one municipal authority that has
set out to make bricks for use in its own
area,

Hon, J. G. Hislop: Are bricks in short
supply?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I am told that they
are, partieularly in the country. In the dis-
trict to which I have referred there are fine
clay deposits and bricks were manufactured
there nearly 100 years ago. Buildings made
of those bricks are still standing. I refer to
the York distriet, and also Northam and
Beverley. It does not seem economic to cart
bricks from Byford if they can be made
locally.

Hon. J. G. Hislop: Do you think a build-
ing made of those bricks will stand for 100
years?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Yes, if it is properly
erected, but not if it is built as some of the
workers’ homes are being constructed today.
T know of buildings, built in York in 1850,
being pulled down, and the bricks being used
again, People would not use such bricks if
there were not a shortage.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The shortage will not
last long.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: Another municipal
authority has gone to the expense of in-
stalling a rock-crushing plant to supply
metal for road making. That plant ecost
£1,800 gnd T think the authority eoheerned
should be able to seli the surplus to other
local authorities,

Hon. J. G. Hislop: Is that not State
trading?

Hon. G. B. WOOD: There is no State
trading in that. T think it is desirable that
this power should be granted. I would not
suggest thal a loeal authority should com-
pete with private enterprise, but generally
private enterprise will not instal rock-crush-
ing plant.

Hon. J. A, Dimmitt: Private enterprise is
selling bricks,

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. B. WOOD: But they cannot be
bought. I do not think the York Municipal
Council would instal brick-making machinery
if it could buy its requirements off the truck
from Byford. There was a shortage of
sereenings, so it also installed roek-crushing
plant at a cost of £1,800. With that plant
the council will soon have enough meta] for
its own use and will wish to pass some on to
others. That is all there is in the Bill. There
are one or two consequential amendments, but
that is the main purpese of the Bill; to give
municipal authorities power to make bricks
and crush metal, and to sell any surplus fo
those who want if. If a private individual
wants to buy the surplus he will require the
authority of the Minister. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [8.10]:
I am not altogether in favour of the pro-
posals outlined by Mr. Wood. If we do not
agree with State trading in opposition te
private enterprise, I cannot sec how we can
justify the granting of such powers to local
authorities, I have no objection to a local
aunthority setting up machinery to provide for
its own requirements or to sell the surplus to
& neighbouring zuthority, but I would object
to it selling to private individuals. We can-
not have it hoth ways. Although there has
been an acute shortage of bricks and other
materials such as road metal, that position
will not last for very long. I understand that
in a short time there will be plenty of bricks
available. Furthermore, we know that rcad
building material is now becoming available
for varions works in the country. I do not
think the House should support the Bill. I
hope that if it reaches the Committee stage
an amendment to preclude lecal aunthorities
from trading with private individeals will
be passed.

On motion by Hon, J. A, Dimmitt, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.12 p.m.



